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New Titles for Children and Young People
Aardema, Verna, ad. Oh, Kojo! How Could You!; an Ashanti tale retold by Verna Aardema;
illus. by Marc Brown. Dutton, 1984. 84-1710. Library ed. ISBN 0-8037-0007-5;
Trade ed. ISBN 0-8037-0006-7. 32p. Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed. $10.95.
Aardema's first adaptation of this Ashanti tale appeared in 1960 under the title
Ad The Na of Wa; it had been based on a 1930 publication, Akan-Ashanti Folk-tales.
K-2 Retold here, this tale of Kojo, who is duped by Ananse the trickster each time he
wheedles some gold dust from his mother, ends with the hapless hero the chief of a
village (The Wa of Na) and a wealthy man. This uses many of the devices of the
oral tradition: kindness rewarded, wishes granted, the literary devices of repetition
and onomatopoeia-but the retelling lacks a unifying flow. The illustrations, bright
and stylized, have fine details but often seem overcrowded.
C.U. Storytelling
Asimov, Isaac, ed. Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Space; ed. by Isaac Asimov, Martin
Harry Greenberg, and Charles G. Waugh. Bluejay Books, 1984. 84-18580. ISBN
0-312-94400-4. 355p. $14.95.
Holmes, Watson, and Moriarty are featured in a selection of stories that should
R especially delight Conan Doyle fans, but that should also appeal to readers who
7- enjoy mystery stories and science fiction. A very impressive group of authors deals in
various ways with extensions of the Holmesian omniscience. He appears as an artic-
ulate dog in "The Adventure of the Misplaced Hound," or is a talking doll in
"Death in the Christmas Hour." There's a sense of relish in the book, as though the
authors had enjoyed their embellishments of the Holmesian mythology.
Aska, Warabe (Takeshi Masuda). Who Goes to the Park; written and illus. by Warabe Aska.
Tundra Books, 1984. ISBN 0-88776-162-3. 28p. $17.95.
Published in honor of Toronto's sesquicentennial celebration and honoring its
R beautiful city park (High Park) this combination of beautiful paintings and a poetic
3-5 text that describes events and seasonal changes is stunning in concept and execution.
* The author-illustrator, whose real name is Takeshi Masuda, has a strong sense of
design and a subtle appreciation of color; his composition is striking and his realism
given pointed contrast by a Chagall-like fancy here and there. A delight.
D.V. Environmental concepts
Baskin, Leonard. Imps-Demons-Hobgoblins-Witches-Fairies & Elves; written and illus. by
Leonard Baskin. Pantheon Books, 1984. 84-2911. Library ed. ISBN 0-394-95963-9;
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Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-85963-4. 44p. Library ed. $12.99; Trade ed. $12.95.
The noted artist has let his imagination run riot in this collection of fey creatures,
R some of which are from literature, some from legend, and some invented. The paint-
4-7 ings have great variety and spontaneity, a subtle use of color, and occasional notes
of the humorous or the grotesque. Facing each picture is some kind of text: it may
be a story (The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Shoemaker and the Elves) in abbrevi-
ated version, or it may be identification and context (Ariel and Caliban) or it may be
simply, eerily descriptive (the Witch of Dark Adventures, the Tooth Fairy, or Bloody
Bones). If it weren't so clear that the author is having fun, this might be frightening.
It's certainly memorable.
Bell, Clare. Clan Ground. Atheneum, 1984. 84-6289. ISBN 0-689-50304-0. 258p. $12.95.
In a sequel to Ratha's Creature (reviewed in the July, 1983 issue) Bell continues
Ad the story of a world of the far past that is ruled by intelligent and articulate felines.
7-9 In the first fantasy, Ratha discovered fire and how to control it (therefore, Ratha's
"creature") and in this second book, Ratha realizes that the power she had learned
to use could, in the paws of a usurper, become abused. Here, as in the first book,
the strength is in the convincing personalities and culture of Ratha and her fellow
felines; here, as in the first book, the weakness is in the slow pace that stems from
writing that could have been pared down to achieve far greater impact than it
makes.
Blassingame, Wyatt. The Look-It-Up Book of Presidents. Random House, 1984. 84-2114.
Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96839-5; Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-86839-0. 154 p. illus. with
photographs. Library ed. $9.99; Trade ed. $8.95.
A book with minor reference use has been slightly revised and brought up to date;
R it is oversize and profusely illustrated with prints and photographs. The several pages
4-7 devoted to each president give some biographical information and then focus on
his political career and his successes, failures, and standing while in office. The
author is both objective and candid in his assessments of each man; in an appended
summary, he includes rankings "by historians" of all the presidents ("below
average" to "great") up to John Kennedy, although the text includes all presidents
through Ronald Reagan.
C.U. History-U.S.
Blocksma, Mary. The Marvelous Music Machine: A Story of the Piano; illus. by Mischa
Richter. Prentice-Hall, 1984. 84-4892. ISBN 0-13-559410-3. 58p. $10.95.
Cartoon-style drawings and diagrams (at times inadequately labelled) illustrate a
Ad text that focuses on the way a piano works. The explanation is clear, but the text is
4-6 sprinkled with bits of odd information, often cute, not always relevant. The book is
divided by topics rather than chapters; included are descriptions of instruments that
resemble or led to the piano, from the monochord on. The book closes with bits of
advice about how to find a piano teacher and advice on caring for a piano.
C.U. Music-Study and teaching
Bunting, Eve. Someone is Hiding on Alcatraz Island. Houghton/Clarion, 1984. 84-5019.
ISBN 0-89919-219-X. 136p. $10.95.
[ 80
The narrator, Danny, is fourteen, short and slight and understandably afraid of
R the four tough bullies who call themselves the Outlaws and who are pursuing him
6-9 along the San Francisco waterfront. Danny leaps on to the deck of a tourist ferry
bound for Alcatraz to evade them-but it doesn't last long. The Outlaws show up
on the next boat and the nightmare begins, as Danny and Biddy, a ranger, are
trapped and taunted through the night in the deserted prison. This is a taut and
tough story, and it maintains suspense impressively, incorporating strong characteri-
zation and dialogue, both of which are deliberately unpleasant.
D.V. Self-reliance
Byars, Betsy C. The Computer Nut; illus. with computer graphics by Guy Byars. Viking,
1984. 84-7238. ISBN 0-670-23548-2. 153p. $11.95.
Working on a school assignment, ten-year-old Kate is using the computer in her
Ad father's office when she gets what she believes is a message from another computer
3-5 nut. For the first part of the book, Kate's efforts are along detective lines, trying to
catch and identify her secret admirer. The boy she suspects turns out to be innocent,
but he helps her find the real communicator, who proves-and here the book moves
from near-farce to fantasy-to be someone from another planet who appears in
human form and who becomes very unpopular because he cannot understand Earth
humor. This is lightweight, it is at times funny, and it should appeal to readers both
because of the alien visitor and the computer graphics, but it's not up to Byars'
usual high standard in plot or cohesion of content.
Chinery, Michael, ed. Dictionary of Animals. Arco, 1984. 84-716. ISBN 0-668-06155-3.
379p. illus. $17.95.
The small print in the three-column format of this reference book is a minor
Ad handicap; a more serious weakness is the fact that there are no cross-references. In
4-7 the entry for "Butterflies and Moths," for example, there are no references to the
many separate entries such as Apollo butterfly, Cabbage white butterfly, Swallowtail
butterfly, etc. Save for these flaws, the book should prove useful: it contains entries
for over two thousand species, it is profusely illustrated in color (although not to
scale) and it gives order, family, and species at the conclusion of each descriptive
entry, which includes facts about appearance, size, behavior, and habitat. There are,
alas, no cross-references in the index.
Conrad, Pam. I Don't Live Here!; illus. by Diane de Groat. Dutton, 1984. 84-8040. ISBN
0-525-44080-1. 60p. $9.95.
Nikki is absolutely sure she'll never like the old house into which they've just
Ad moved, and she won't even unpack, because her plan is to secretly escape and go
2-4 back with her best friend Lisa when Lisa comes to visit. Nikki even enlists the help
of her new friend Jeffrey, who promises to create a diversion that will facilitate the
escape. However, in the fortnight between moving and Lisa's visit, Nikki has begun
to feel more at home in the new house, more at ease with her new friends, and less
comfortable with Lisa. She decides she'll stay. This is a familiar situation and a
fairly conventional development of that situation, but it's realistic and the writing
style is quite commendable for a first book.
D.V. Adaptability
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Dahl, Roald. Boy: Tales of Childhood. Farrar, 1984. 84-48462. ISBN 374-37374-4. 160p.
illus. $10.95.
This should be of particular interest to Dahl's fans, but it should also appeal to
R anyone who likes writing that is direct, candid, and free-flowing. In these reminis-
5-8 cences of his boyhood, Dahl draws a vivid picture of a large Norwegian-English
family and particularly a vivid and not flattering picture of the British public school
system as it was when Dahl was a homesick little boarder, terrified by the masters
and prefects, cowed by Matron, resentful of the punishment so harshly meted out
for so little reason. Many young adults and adults will probably enjoy this as much
as do readers in the upper elementary grades.
Dank, Milton. The 3-D Traitor; by Milton and Gloria Dank. Delacorte, 1984. 84-4324. ISBN
0-385-29345-3. 85p. (A Galaxy Gang Mystery.) $10.95.
The six boys and girls who are members of the Galaxy Gang (a group of friends
Ad with detective ability and interest) become concerned when an elderly woman who
4-6 has been very friendly is frightened by a ghost and is under pressure from real estate
developers to sell her house. Is the ghost a trick to make Mrs. deVroot so frightened
she'll sell? If so, how did it work and who perpetrated it? While the method is
hinted at broadly, the identity of the culprit is not. Writing style is pedestrian here,
but the plot, the pace, the friendly banter, and the friendship between the elderly
woman and the children are all positive.
D.V. Older-younger generations
Edelman, Elaine. I Love My Baby Sister (Most of the Time); illus. by Wendy Watson.
Lothrop, 1984. 83-25623. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02247-2; Trade ed. ISBN
0-688-02245-6. 22p. Library ed. $10.08; Trade ed. $11.00.
Small framed line and wash pictures, softly colored and a bit cluttered with detail,
R illustrate a brief text that takes a positive view of sibling relationship. The narrator is
3-6 a small child who apparently suffers no feelings of dethronement; she doesn't enjoy
yrs. having her hair pulled out or listening to screams of infant rage, but she's charitable
about it. After all, the baby sister is very small and usually lovable. Some day, when
her sister is older, things will improve and they'll be friends. "I hope my baby sister
grows up soon," this pleasant book ends, encouraging older children to be tolerant
and to understand that there is an end to infantile behavior.
D.V. Baby, adjustment to; Sisters
Filson, Brent. Exploring with Lasers; illus. by Brigita Fuhrmann. Messner, 1984. 84-14731.
ISBN 0-671-50573-4. 95p. $8.79.
Filson's explanations of the nature of light and the conditions that must obtain in
R order to create a laser beam are lucid although not simplified. After descriptions of
7-10 laser construction and types of lasers, the text discusses, in separate chapters, such
subjects as medical use of lasers, lasers in industry, holograms, etc. and concludes
with the topic of possible future uses of lasers. The stimulating topic compensates
for the occasional heaviness of the writing style. A glossary, a bibliography, and an
index are appended.
C.U. Science
[821
Friedman, Ida R. How My Parents Learned to Eat; illus. by Allen Say. Houghton, 1984.
83-18553. ISBN 0-395-35379-3. 30p. $12.95.
In a simple but appealing story, a small girl describes the courtship of her parents,
R and how they learned to adjust to two styles of eating. Father was an American
K-3 sailor stationed in Yokohama, and Mother a pretty Japanese girl who responded to
his admiration. Each hoped to please the other, both learned, and that's why, the
story concludes, "at our house some days we eat with chopsticks and some days we
eat with knives and forks." The illustrations have precise use of line and soft colors,
and the composition is economical. A warm and gentle story of an interracial family.
D.V. International understanding; Interracial understanding
Galdone, Paul, ad. The Teeny-Tiny Woman: A Ghost Story; retold and illus. by Paul
Galdone. Houghton/Clarion, 1984. 84-4311. ISBN 0-89919-270-X. 30p. $11.95.
Although the repetition and accumulating tension in this ghostly tale from English
R folklore are at their most effective when the story is told, it reads well here. The
K-3 teeny-tiny woman who takes a teeny-tiny bone from a teeny-tiny grave and puts it
into her teeny-tiny cupboard is kept awake by a voice that gets louder each time it
demands "Give me my bone!" Only when she says "Take it!" is there quiet.
Galdone illustrates all this with relish as the pop-eyed teeny-tiny woman copes with
the eerie voice.
Gans, Roma. Rock Collecting; illus. by Holly Keller. Crowell, 1984. 83-46170. Library ed.
ISBN 0-690-04266-3; Trade ed. ISBN 0-690-04265-5. 29p. (Let's-Read-And-Find-
Out Science Books.) Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed. $11.50.
Tinted line drawings and photographs of rock specimens illustrate a simply written
Ad text that is actually more about rocks than about rock collecting. Gans begins with a
2-3 brief mention of the joys of rock collecting, then gives assorted basic facts about
rocks (there are three kinds, they range in hardness, etc.) and mentions some
products that contain rocks (chalk is really limestone) and concludes with a few
sentences about collecting and storing rocks.
C.U. Science
Gerrard, Roy. Sir Cedric; written and illus. by Roy Gerrard. Farrar, 1984. 84-6111. ISBN
374-36959-3. 30p. $11.95.
A bouncy narrative poem has the appeal of a brave and gentle hero, lilting rhythm
R and rhyme, and the triumph of good over evil-but the illustrations are the most
K-3 attractive part of the book. Gerrard's squat little people move in a fairytale land-
scape of daisy-starred grass, romantic castles, impossibly imposing horses with long
legs and gorgeous trappings. The paintings are deft in technique and composition,
humorous in effect, and often beautifully detailed and ornamented. The story: little
Sir Cedric the Good defeats the very bad Black Ned in a battle that is so clearly a
victory that the war stops for tea.
Gillham, Bill. Let's Look for Opposites; by Bill Gillham and Susan Hulme; illus. with photo-
graphs by Jan Siegieda. Coward, 1984. 83-24065. ISBN 0-698-20614-2.
Let's Look for Colors; 83-24047. ISBN 0-698-20612-6. Let's Look for Numbers;
83-24066. ISBN 0-698-20613-4. Let's Look for Shapes; 83-25177. ISBN 0-698-
20615-0. All books in the series have 22p. and are $4.95.
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First published in England, this set of four concept books is excellent in every
R way: the size is right for small hands, the print is large to encourage pre-readers, the
2-4 text is limited in length and simply written, the color photographs are of good
yrs. quality, and-in each book-a second page reinforces the concept. In the color
book, for example, a field of yellow flowers faces a yellow rubber duck in a baby's
bath; in the numbers book, a picture of a horse's ears faces a picture of a child
trying on two red shoes, and so on. This has been done before, but not better.
Goodwin, Harold. Cargo; written and illus. by Harold Goodwin. Bradbury, 1984. 84-11027.
ISBN 0-02-736870-X. 127p. $10.95.
Two men from a remote Pacific island have been taken away to encounter civiliza-
Ad tion; when one returns, he convinces the villagers that if they build an airstrip, there
5-7 will be cargo-a cornucopia of largesse in the form of free goods. The other man
doesn't come back, and it is to find his father that thirteen-year-old Wei sets out on
a long journey that leads him to darkest Manhattan-and eventually back home to
be reunited with both his parents and to be the beneficiary of cargo. Goodwin pokes
fun at everything, both the primitive and the advanced societies. There are humor
and adventure in the story, but the style and latent content indicate this may be
more appealing to adults than to children.
Greeley, Valerie, illus. Farm Animals. Peter Bedrick, 1984. ISBN 0-911745-22-X. 10p. $2.95.
One of four small books with heavy board pages (the other three are about field
R animals, pets, and zoo animals) this is a good first book for very young children.
1-2 The slightly romanticized paintings are of good quality, with two or more examples
yrs. of a species on each double page spread. The fact that this shows a calf on the cover
and later depicts a cow and a bull may need some explanation, since the book's
pattern does not focus on the young of each species or on the special names they
often have. Choice of subject in these four wordless books seems arbitrary but
adequate (no horse among the farm animals) but this is a minor lack.
Greene, Constance C. Isabelle Shows Her Stuff. Viking, 1984. 84-40255. ISBN 0-670-
41103-5. 138p. $11.95.
Feisty and funny, Isabelle is always in trouble, and she volunteers to help her new
R neighbor, Guy, find a way to get in trouble also. Guy is eight, two years younger
3-5 than Isabelle; he's sweet and shy and tired of his reputation as "goody-goody-Guy."
Guy finally achieves his goal in a believably dramatic way, in a story that has brisk
pace, humor, an easy flow, and some acutely observed and occasionally touching
relationships: Guy and his grandmother, Isabelle and her teacher, and the socio-
political structure of a fifth grade class.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Friendship values; Teacher-pupil relations
Greenwald, Sheila. Valentine Rosy; written and illus. by Sheila Greenwald. Little, 1984. ISBN
0-316-32708-5. 89p. $10.95.
Ingenuous and candid, Rosy Cole is back again, and this time she's eleven and
R beginning to be concerned because some of the girls in her class have become so
4-6 sophisticated. When she finds she's stuck with giving a Valentine's Day party
(announced by her best friend, to Rosy's surprise) Rosy worries about how to get
boys to come so that the other girls won't think she's a baby. Due in part to Rosy's
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older sisters, the party is a smashing success and Rosy finds new acceptance amongst
the previously supercilious sokphisticated group. This is light, bright, deftly told and
amusingly illustrated, and it's a shrewdly perceptive commentary on the pre-teens.
C.U. Valentine's Day
D.V. Age-mate relations
Haddad, Carolyn. The Last Ride. Dodd, 1984. 84-10113. ISBN 0-396-08458-3. 191p. $10.95.
Doug considers himself a wimp and is therefore surprised as well as delighted
Ad when pretty, popular Cindy-one of the in-group-accepts his bid for a school
6-9 dance. It's after the dance, when they get into a drinking party and Doug finds out
that Cindy is just trying to make another boy jealous, that the let-down comes.
Cindy is furious because Doug has insisted on getting out of a car driven by a class-
mate who's drunk, Red; they have to call for parental help and both their families
are angry. The next day, when it is learned that Red had crashed the car, wounding
himself and killing his three remaining passengers, everyone feels quite different.
Cindy is grateful to Doug, Doug feels guilty because he didn't insist that the others
get out of the car. There are two developments: one is the change in Cindy, who
loses some of her superficial standards and begins to care for Doug, and the other is
the issue of what Doug (pressured by Red's friends and coach) will say at the hear-
ing when a recovered Red faces a manslaughter charge. The first is adequately
handled, the second issue weakened by purposiveness, since there are repeated
authorial messages about drunk drivers.
Hadithi, Mwenye. Greedy Zebra; illus. by Adrienne Kennaway. Little, 1984. 83-83381. ISBN
0-316-33721-8. 29p. $10.95.
A tale in the "pourquoi" tradition is told by Hadithi (a pen name chosen by
Ad Bruce Hobson) in a text whose pace is slowed by repetition of incident. This is a tale
K-2 of the beginning of the world, when all the dull-colored animals found a cave full of
beautiful furs and skins and horns, many in handsome designs and colors. Every
animal rushed to select a new coat (needles and thread were also provided) except
Zebra, who dawdled along, too greedy to stop eating. By the time Zebra reached the
cave, there were only a few scraps of black material; sewn together, they made a
coat so tight it split-and that's why zebras have black stripes. The illustrations,
stylized and colorful, are more effective than the story.
Haley, Gail E. Birdsong; written and illus. by Gail E. Haley. Crown, 1984. 83-14372. ISBN
0-517-55051-2. 27p. $10.95.
Birdsong, an orphan girl, is lured home by old Jorinella the Birdcatcher with
R promises of food and shelter. Birdsong does not realize that the old woman plans to
K-3 use her ability to trap unwary birds, for the young girl plays with such understanding
that the birds flock to her pipes. When Birdsong sets all the birds free after Jorinella
has trapped them, she is in danger-but it is the birds that drive the old woman off,
rescue Birdsong, and fly her to a wonderful secret country where she and other
musicians play in a garden that is a shelter for birds. The message is nicely
incorporated into a story that has a folk-like quality; the paintings are intricately
detailed, deft in color and composition.
D.V. Animals, kindness to
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Hautzig, Deborah. Little Witch's Big Night; illus. by Marc Brown. Random House, 1984.
84-3309. Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96587-6; Paper ed. ISBN 0-394-86587-1. 48p.
Library ed. $5.99; Paper ed. $2.95.
A fanciful tale about a little witch whose mother would not let her participate in
R Halloween celebrations because she'd been so good. (A proper witch never makes
1-2 her bed, it seems, or cleans away cobwebs). Left alone, the little witch is lonely until
three children come trick-or-treating; the little witch gives them each a broomstick
ride and a fine time is enjoyed by all. Mother Witch comes home saying she'd
missed her child. "Next year you can fly with us. I promise," says Mother Witch.
The illustrations are lively and funny, the writing is easy to read, but not boringly
so, and children should enjoy the reversal of the good behavior concept.
C.U. Reading, beginning; Halloween
Hawkins, Colin. Snap! Snap!; written and illus. by Colin and Jacqui Hawkins. Putnam,
1984. 84-9892. Trade ed. ISBN 0-399-21163-2; Paper ed. ISBN 0-399-21184-5. 27p.
$9.95.
What with the frieze of monsters playing with little Sally, who is in control of the
M situation, and the end-of-dream sequence in which Sally tumbles through the air and
K-2 into bed, one is inevitably reminded of Maurice Sendak. There the resemblance
stops, both in a narrative and visual sense. The drawings are pedestrian, if comic,
and the story slight: a monster comes out from under Sally's bed, then she
encounters other monsters, all of whom want to eat her up, then she asserts herself,
then they all go to the playground, then Sally swings up and-snap!-off the swing
and into her own bed.
Hayes, Sheila. No Autographs, Please. Lodestar, 1984. 84-13545. ISBN 0-525-67157-9. 135p.
$11.95.
Cynthia knows she's destined to be a star; one, her family owns a movie theater;
Ad two, her grandmother had been a Hollywood extra; three, a fortune teller had said
6-8 she would be famous. Cici (Cynthia) is the narrator, and she is thrilled when a film
star comes to town to make a movie-but less thrilled when it turns out that the
star's only interest in Cici is as a friend for her thirteen-year-old son, with whom
Cici does not get along. The story debunks the glamour of the film star and it ends
with Cici being more realistic about her lot, but it's a predictable plot and the
protagonist is depicted as self-centered and gullible, a believable but not an attractive
character. The writing style is adequate; the characters tend to be overdrawn.
D.V. Grandparent-child relations
Herzig, Alison Cragin. Thaddeus; by Alison Cragin Herzig and Jane Lawrence Mali; illus. by
Stephen Gammel. Little, 1984. 84-5725. ISBN 0-316-35899-1. 85p. $14.95.
Whether in black and white or in color, the illustrations here are clever in design,
R handsome to look at, and in perfect accord with the text, which manages to be
K-3 restrainedly whimsical without ever being cloying. It describes the first seven
* Christmas birthdays of little Thaddeus, each celebrated in the company of a
wonderfully eccentric and inventive great-great uncle. It is told both directly (by the
authors) and indirectly, in a book written by Great-Great-Uncle Thaddeus (now in
his nineties) for little Tad. A loving story, and an ingenious one, nice for Christmas
and birthdays and all the days between.
D.V. Older-younger generations
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Hodges, Margaret, ad. If You Had a Horse: Steeds of Myth and Legend; illus. by D. Benjamin
van Steenburgh. Scribner, 1984. 84-14024. ISBN 0-684-18220-3. 131p. $12.95.
A black and white drawing precedes each of the stories about horses from folk
R literature, and notes on the stories are appended. An experienced author and
4-6 anthologist, Hodges has done an excellent job of providing variety of style and tone
within the subject parameters here, with classic tales (Norse, Irish, Persian, etc.)
from many countries retold in smooth narrative style.
C.U. Storytelling
Hoffman, E.T.A. The Strange Child; tr. and ad. by Anthea Bell; illus. by Lisbeth Zwerger.
Neugebauer/Alphabet, 1984. 84-8404. ISBN 0-907234-60-7. 28p. $12.95.
Newly translated, a story first published in 1817 is shortened here and smoothly
M retold-but it is still a laboriously fantastic story that, whether read alone or aloud,
4-6 is heavy going. Two children receive a visit from their better-educated cousins, reject
the gifts the cousins have brought, and are solaced by a mysterious child who plays
with them in the woods and makes them happy. Sent a tutor by their cousins'
father, the children immediately dislike Master Inkspot. Indeed, he proves to be an
evil spirit in disguise, and he is bested by other magical creatures. Later the
children's father dies, and the strange child they had played with reappears to com-
fort them and their mother. Realism and fantasy don't quite mesh, unfortunately.
This was the first book illustrated by Zwerger, and it is typical (although not
polished) of her later work: misty tones, a subdued palette, figures that are often
elongated and sharp-featured.
Holabird, Katharine. Angelina and the Princess; illus. by Helen Craig. Potter/Crown, 1984.
84-6818. ISBN 0-517-55273-6. 23p. $5.95.
All the characters are mice in this story of an ardent ballet student who yearns to
R have a solo at a performance that is to be attended by the Princess of Mouseland.
K-2 Angelina, although she's ill, sneaks out of the house to take part in the audition,
and falls in a dizzy, despairing heap. Reconciled to a role in the corps, she learns the
two solo parts. It will surprise few readers or listeners that a soloist is injured,
Angelina steps in to save the day, and everybody is pleased with everything-even
the injured student, who is given a seat next to the princess. Lightweight but satis-
fying, and written in a simple, direct style, this is appropriately illustrated with pastel
pictures that are sunny, graceful, and humorous.
Hollyer, Belinda. How Why When Where; written by Belinda Hollyer, Jennifer Justice and
John Paton; illus. by Colin and Moira Maclean. Arco, 1984. 84-2837. ISBN 0-668-
06159-6. 224p. $11.95.
Although there are, within the topical text, some groupings of like materials, this
M is really a hodge-podge of facts; there is no table of contents and the index gives
3-5 only partial access. Oversize pages each carry two columns of print; these are broken
by illustrations that are usually, but not always, labelled. The information is given in
question and answer form. The answers are not always comprehensive, but they do
offer some facts. This has, because of its haphazard arrangement, no reference use.
It has minimal use as a browsing book.
Howe, James. The Muppet Guide to Magnificent Manners; illus. by Peter Elwell. Random
House, 1984. 83-25063. Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96351-2; Trade ed. ISBN
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0-394-86351-8. 61p. Library ed. $5.99; Trade ed. $4.95.
There is no denying that the Muppets are popular and will attract some readers;
M the question about this book is, will the cartoon characters that appeal to young
3-4 children also appeal to readers old enough to be concerned with the proper size of a
restaurant tip or when to take a date home from a dance? The advice Howe gives
(social behavior, table manners, dating, etiquette for houseguests, etc.) is good, all
standard guidance for the uncertain. The fact that it's embedded in often-cutesy
anecdotes or pictures seems a decided weakness.
Jacobsen, Peter Otto. A Family in France; written and illus. with photographs by Peter Otto
Jacobsen and Preben Sejer Kristensen. Bookwright Press/Watts, 1984. 84-70780.
ISBN 0-531-03786-X. 32p. $8.90.
"We are traveling to France," the text begins, under a title "By train to France."
M From whence, the book does not say. After the travelogue opening, with a quick
2-4 visit to Paris, "we" go to Chateau Thierry to interview the Michel family: Joel, who
owns vineyards that produce champagne, his wife who is a doctor, and their
daughter Claire, who looks in the photographs to be about ten or eleven. The text
then focuses on the Michel's family life and their family business. The style of
writing is exemplified by the beginnings of the last paragraph: "We are sad to leave
the Michels after our lovely day at Chateau Thierry..." This tells a bit about one
family, a bit about making champagne, a bit about France, but it's superficial in
coverage and pedestrian in writing style. A few "Facts about France" are appended,
as is an eight-word glossary and a less-than-full-page index.
Lewin, Hugh. Jafta-The Town; illus. by Lisa Kopper. Carolrhoda, 1984. 84-4950. ISBN
0-87614-266-8. 22p. $7.95.
Brown-tinted line drawings, bold and usually uncrowded, illustrate a fifth story
R about a small African child, black and beautiful, in a series first published in
K-2 England. The text is as simple and direct as the pictures, describing the visit Jafta
and his mother make to the city where his father lives and works. Lewin does not
dwell on the sadness of a loving family separated for financial survival, but it is
mentioned, and it permeates the book.
D.V. Family relations
Lord, Athena V. Today's Special: Z.A.P. and Zoe; illus. by Jean Jenkins. Macmillan, 1984.
84-9661. ISBN 0-02-761440-9. 150p. $10.95.
In a Greek-American family, eleven-year-old Zachary is the narrator of an
Ad episodic story in which his clinging but lovable sister Zoe (age four) plays a major
4-6 role. Lord does a good job of evoking the atmosphere of a small town during the
depression of the 1930's, but she is less convincing in the creation of characters and
dialogue, both of which often seem too cute and a bit contrived. However, the epi-
sodes are on themes familiar to most children, there's some humor throughout, and
the family relationships, as well as those between the children and other adults in the
story, are warm and positive.
D.V. Brothers-sisters
Lyttle, Richard B. Computers in the Home. Watts, 1984. 84-7357. ISBN 0-531-04845-4.
90p. illus. with photographs. $9.90.
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After discussing the future possibilities for computerized homes, Lyttle describes
R various kinds of computerized services that may affect people's living and working
7-9 habits if predicted technological and electronic advances occur. Separate chapters
discuss security systems in the home, especially monitoring devices; electronic games;
receiving news and information via teletext; robotics; and other aspects of an elec-
tronic age that may become so common as to change living patterns. An index is
included, giving access to a clearly written, if often conjectural, text that reports on
the current state of the art and makes moderate predictions about what's to come.
The illustrations are of inferior photographic quality.
C.U. Industry (unit)
MacClintock, Dorcas. African Images; illus. by Ugo Mochi. Scribner, 1984. 84-10565. ISBN
0-684-18089-8. 158p. $14.95.
The stunning cut-paper illustrations, most of which are silhouette form, are as
R accurate as they are beautiful. The text, which is divided by type of habitat, describes
5-9 the animals that inhabit each variety of terraine in a vivid fashion, commenting on
appearance, individual and group behavior, feeding habits, hunting strategies, etc. A
handsome book, and an informative one. A list of the animals mentioned, divided
by scientific classification, is provided, as are a glossary, a bibliography, and an
index.
MacKinnon, Bernie. The Meantime. Houghton, 1984. 84-12896. ISBN 0-395-35387-4. 181p.
$11.95.
Luke, the narrator, is black; an excellent student, he hopes to make friends and
Ad do well at the suburban school he's just entered. The peace and quiet for which his
8-10 parents have left a ghetto and bought a suburban home do not materialize; there are
fights in and out of school, persecution at home, a racial clumping that almost
forces participation of even the most gentle, least biased of students, both black and
white. Luke's attention focuses on a black teacher he has admired and who now
seems to be making concessions. What Luke learns is that there is a choice: one can
let oneself be shaped by fear, or one can rebel. He can live with himself in the mean-
time. Despite some dramatic moments, the pace of the story seems deliberate, and
the structure seems at times more purposive than narrative.
D.V. Interracial understanding; Teacher-pupil relations
McPhail, David. Sisters; written and illus. by David McPhail. Harcourt, 1984. 84-3775. ISBN
0-15-275319-2. 27p. $10.95.
Black and white sketches, deft of line and filled with action, illustrate a text that is
Ad brief, a bit sugary, and without a story line. It simply cites the ways in which the
K-2 two sisters differ in their tastes and their appearance, then describes the things they
both like to eat or do, then concludes with the fact that the way in which the sisters
are most alike is "the most special way of all. Because, you see, they loved each
other so very much." Sweet, with the appeal of everyday activities, but not very
substantial.
Marshall, Edward. Fox All Week; illus. by James Marshall. Dial, 1984. 84-1708. Library ed.
ISBN 0-8037-0066-0; Trade ed. ISBN 0-8037-0062-8. 48p. (Dial Easy-to-Read.)
Library ed. $8.89; Trade ed. $8.95.
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Beginning with Monday morning, when Fox decides he'll have a sore throat and
Ad miss going to school in the rain, to Sunday evening's encounter with an old friend,
1-2 this has seven brief episodes. They are mildly amusing, variable in structure, busily
illustrated. Fox emerges as a bumbling but well-meaning character. Beginning
independent readers will probably enjoy this as they have earlier books about Fox,
but they may detect a note of contrivance in some of the episodes.
C.U. Reading, beginning
Mason, Anne. The Dancing Meteorite. Harper, 1984. 83-47705. Library ed. ISBN 0-06-
024098-9; Paper ed. ISBN 0-06-024097-0. 214p. Library ed. $11.89; Paper ed.
$7.95.
In a first novel that is a science fantasy, Mason crowds her canvas a bit with
Ad individual characters and diverse life forms, but she presents a believable plot, a
6-9 sympathetic and successful protagonist, a humane viewpoint, and plenty of action.
The pace occasionally seems slowed by repetition of passages that develop characters
or relationships, but on the whole the style is good and the author's work promising.
In a future time and place, Kira-sixteen-is scorned by her peers in a technological
society because she has done so poorly on her science exams; neither they nor Kira
herself realize that her ability to communicate, especially with alien races, is
extraordinary. After a series of adventures in which Kira's conversations and transla-
tions prevent a crisis caused by a wayward, erratic meteorite that is obviously con-
trolled, Kira's genius is recognized. Perhaps of equal importance is the fact that both
her peers and her superiors in rank begin to understand that not all problems can be
solved by numbers and computers.
Meltzer, Milton, ed. The Black Americans: A History in Their Own Words, 1619-1983.
Crowell, 1984. 83-46160. Library ed. ISBN 0-690-04418-6; Trade ed. ISBN 0-690-
04419-4. 306p. illus. with photographs. Library ed. $12.89; Trade ed. $13.50.
Adding some new materials and deleting some from his three-volume In Their
R Own Words, Meltzer has produced a single volume that covers three and a half
7-10 centuries of black life in the United States. The book consists of source materials:
letters, speeches, newspaper articles, records of legal testimony, and excerpts from
books; each is prefaced by editorial comment that gives background and context.
From this collage a vivid picture emerges of the power, passion, and pride of black
life. Sources are cited, and the index is full and carefully compiled.
C.U. History-Blacks; History-U.S.
Myers, Walter Dean. Motown and Didi: A Love Story. Viking, 1984. 84-3632. ISBN 0-670-
49062-8. 17 4p. $12.95.
The setting is Harlem, where two young people who have nothing to do with the
R drug trade are violently, dangerously affected by it. Motown is a loner, a hard-work-
7-10 ing adolescent who lives secretly in an abandoned building and works at any decent
job he can find. Didi yearns for an education, plans to leave Harlem. They are
thrown together because of Didi's brother, an addict who works for the local
pusher, a very nasty character who seeks vengeance against Didi and Motown when
they try to stop him. What emerges from this grim and all-too-believable milieu is a
tender and touching love story and a common-man hero, a human being who has
innate sweetness and delicacy along with all his strength.
D.V. Courage; Education, valuing and seeking
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Myers, Walter Dean. The Outside Shot. Delacorte, 1984. 84-4271. ISBN 0-385-29353-4.
185p. $14.95.
In a sequel to Hoops (reviewed in December, 1981 issue) Lonnie, again the nar-
R rator, has left Harlem and come to a small Indiana college on a basketball scholar-
7-10 ship. He has some problems with the coach, encounters some discrimination, but his
three big worries are avoiding the pressure that would lead to corruption of his
amateur status and probity, coping with the moods and attitudes of the girl with
whom he falls in love, and doing at least an adequate job academically. The latter is
the point of the title: this is Lonnie's outside shot, his chance to improve the
remainder of his life. Sub-plots and themes are smoothly integrated, and the casual
style is convincingly that of an apprehensive college freshman whose ethical concepts
and self-confidence are growing stronger. There's also enough material about
basketball practice and games to satisfy sports fans.
D.V. Education, valuing and seeking; Ethical concepts
Perl, Lila. Candles, Cakes, and Donkey Tails; illus. by Victoria de Larrea. Houghton/
Clarion, 1984. 84-5803. Library ed. ISBN 0-89919-250-5; Paper ed. ISBN
0-89919-315-3. 71p. Library ed. $11.95; Paper ed. $4.95.
An index that gives access to some of the customs and rituals that mark the many
R ways in which children's birthdays or other special occasions are celebrated. Perl has
4-6 broadened the scope of her text to include such occasions as name days, induction
into a religion, rites of passage into adult status, etc. Most of the text concerns types
of celebration, names given at birth, symbols associated with birthday rites (why we
light birthday candles, for example) and astrology and horoscopes. A bit of a grab-
bag, this nevertheless covers a great deal of ground, and for most children, anything
to do with birthdays or other personal celebrations is of interest. Adequately
organized, capably written.
Perrault, Charles. The Sleeping Beauty; ad. and illus. by Mercer Mayer. Macmillan, 1984.
84-7195. ISBN 0-02-765340-4. 40p. $14.95.
Although the elaborately romantic paintings may be enjoyed by younger children,
Ad this is-despite the publishers advocation of "All ages" and the picture book for-
3-5 mat-not most appropriate, because of its length and intricacy, for younger
children. Mayer has elaborated the tale as he has the illustrations, incorporating
Celtic motifs unknown in the Perrault version or in the simple version of "Briar
Rose" by the Brothers Grimm. More is a bit less here.
Petroski, Catherine. The Summer That Lasted Forever. Houghton. 1984. 84-12930. ISBN
0-395-35388-2. 156p. $11.95.
Set in a small Illinois town in the 1940s, this is a gently retrospective story about a
Ad girl growing up, learning to make concessions and compromises, adjusting to
4-6 changes around her. One of Molly's problems is that she doesn't want anyone-
particularly snobbish Melissa-to buy the beloved pony she's outgrown; another is
that she misses her dead mother; a third is that she is upset (as her father and grand-
father are) when a man is killed in the family's coal mine. This doesn't have a strong
story line, but it is realistic, has an appealing protagonist, and is capably written
although the forward flow of the narrative is punctuated by italicized passages (con-
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tributing little to the story) in which Molly has day-dreams or remembrances, usually
to do with her dead mother.
D.V. Death, adjustment to; Father-daughter relations
Pomerantz, Charlotte. All Asleep; illus. by Nancy Tafuri. Greenwillow, 1984. 83-25337.
Library ed. ISBN 0-688-03763-1; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-03762-3. 32p. Library ed.
$9.55; Trade ed. $10.25.
Silhouette friezes with small black figures give a nice contrast to the clean pastel
R masses of the illustrations for a book of poems. Pomerantz has written her lullaby
2-5 poems with warmth, variety, and humor; many of the selections are about animals
yrs. or express a child's viewpoint. This isn't great poetry, but it's engaging poetry of
good quality, and it has considerable child-appeal.
Provensen, Alice. Leonardo Da Vinci: The Artist, Inventor, Scientist in Three-Dimensional
Movable Pictures; written and illus. by Alice and Martin Provensen. Viking, 1984.
83-26005. ISBN 0-670-42384-X. 12p. $14.95.
Pull-tabs, pop-ups, and three-dimensional cut-outs are included in an oversize
R book in which these various forms of paper engineering are used to full and splen-
4-8 did advantage. The text describes the many investigations and accomplishments of
* the great artist and inventor, and the Provensens use rich color, wonderful marbled
collage, and even a reproduction of the Mona Lisa as it stood on the easel, while
Leonardo gravely faces the reader, brush in hand.
C.U. Art-Study and teaching
Provensen, Alice. Town & Country; written and illus. by Alice and Martin Provensen.
Crown, 1984. 84-12693. ISBN 0-517-55594-8. 29p. $9.95.
Oversize pages filled with colorful drawings, details that fill but do not seem to
R crowd the pages, interesting urban perspectives and rural landscapes are combined in
K-2 a book that should make children feel that both city and country are nice places to
live. The authors point out differences, but their accent is always positive. So much
to do, so much to enjoy, wherever you live.
D.V. Urban-rural contrasts
Quackenbush, Robert. Taxi to Intrigue; written and illus. by Robert Quackenbush. Prentice-
Hall, 1984. 84-4691. ISBN 0-13-886813-1. 48p. $9.95.
Adequately illustrated and adequately told but with a contrived plot that weakens
M the book, this is a mystery story with little suspense, set in London. The characters
2-3 are all ducks, and Miss Mallard is the detective who, trying to trace the owner of a
birthday cake she's been given as she gets into a taxi, stumbles into danger and
intrigue. The writing is mildly humorous, the pace fairly brisk, but the premise ("I
must look into this. It smacks of a case.") is too quick and the development too
tedious.
Rardin, Susan Lowry. Captives in a Foreign Land. Houghton, 1984. 84-12858. ISBN 0-395-
36216-4. 218p. $12.95.
While their parents are at a conference in Rome, six American children are kid-
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R napped by members of an Islamic group who consider themselves idealists com-
6-9 mitted to a peaceful world, not terrorists. The children are taken to a desert outpost
in the Middle East; the United States is called on to take the initiative in the ban
against nuclear arms. Helpless, frightened, baffled by the contempt their captors feel
for the United States, the children eventually discover inner resources that give them
strength and endurance, ingenuity that helps in their rescue, and the compassion and
conviction that lead them to support the motives if not the methods of their captors.
A firmly-structured story has strong characterization and good pace and suspense.
D.V. Courage; Pacific attitudes; Self-reliance
Riordan, James. Favorite Stories of the Ballet; illus. by Victor Ambrus. Rand McNally, 1984.
84-42778. ISBN 0-528-82178-4. 124p. $11.95.
An oversize book is lavishly illustrated both by monochrome and full color pic-
R tures, dramatic and distinctive in line and draughtsmanship. The monochrome is
4-6 brown, the color of the print, a faded brown that does nothing to facilitate reading
ease. Riordan has combined facets of the originals of the libretti and the ballet ver-
sions (particularly noticeable in Nutcracker,) and does an adequate if occasionally
long-winded job. Brief notes precede each story: a "Commentary to Words and
Music" and a note on sources are appended.
Roe, Richard. Animal ABC: written and illus. by Richard Roe. Random House, 1984. 84-
6828. Library ed. ISBN 0-394-96864-6; Trade ed. ISBN 0-394-86864-1. 20p.
Library ed. $4.99; Trade ed. $3.95.
In a tall, narrow book the pictures of animals have a soft quality and good detail
M and draughtsmanship; they are not in scale, however, and this is especially noticeable
3-5 on double-page spreads where there are two or more creatures. The pictures are each
yrs. accompanied by upper and lower case letters and the identifying word. Some of the
animals are ones that will be familiar to most children; others (ibis, uakari) are not.
Adequate but crowded.
Rosenbloom, Joseph. Laughs, Hoots & Giggles; illus. by Joyce Behr and Sanford Hoffman.
Sterling, 1984. 84-8911. Library ed. ISBN 0-8069-5531-7; Trade ed. ISBN 0-8069-
5530-9. 480p. Library ed. $15.69; Trade ed. $12.95.
A large book contains riddles, jokes, and "put-downs," or insults. Some are
M slightly better quality, but most of the riddles are puerile: "What is the best key to
4-6 have? Lucky," or "Why is the letter N the most powerful letter? Because it is in the
middle of TNT." There's a knock-knock section. "Who's there? Quebec. Quebec
who? Quebec to the end of the line." Parents may find the put-downs unattractive:
"Let's talk again after your brain transplant," or "I'd like to know you better-if I
can keep my stomach from turning," or "I hope you never feel the way you look."
In sum, a collection of low calibre.
Roth, Susan. Patchwork Tales; written and illus. by Susan Roth and Ruth Phang. Atheneum,
1984. 84-2087. ISBN 0-689-31053-6. 29p. $9.95.
Wood block prints show traditional quilt designs in small square pages; opposite
Ad each is a bit of dialogue between a girl and her grandmother, who made the quilt
K-3 under which the child is lying. Each design provides a bit of remininscence and often
explains the name of the pattern. The book ends with instructions for making a
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doll's quilt, a project that seems a bit difficult for the audience for whom the brevity
and simplicity of the text make the book appropriate.
Ruby, Lois. This Old Man. Houghton, 1984. 84-14258. ISBN 0-395-36563-5. 195p. $11.95.
Greta herself doesn't understand why she is so strongly attracted to the hospital
R room of Old Man, as his family calls him. An imperious ninety, Old Man is the
7-10 grandfath,. of Wing, a Chinese-American who becomes Greta's friend. Living in a
home for girls because of her mother's situation, Greta receives support from other
residents at the shelter as well as therapeutic counseling; her mother is a prostitute
whose protector has plans for Greta, now that she's sixteen. Ruby handles this with
dignity and perception, and she knits the facets of Greta's life with skill. The
characterization is strong, the narrative flow steady, the style and structure by far
the best of Ruby's novels to date.
D.V. Age-mate relations; Boy-girl relations; Older-younger generations;
Self-confidence
Ryan, Mary E. Dance a Step Closer. Delacorte, 1984. 84-4309. ISBN 0-385-29350-X. 180p.
$14.95.
Katie, in her fifteenth year, must make several adjustments and decisions. She has
Ad to adjust to her sister's marriage, to her mother's fiance, to the news that her father
7-9 and his second wife are having a baby. She has to make decisions about the friend
who's drifting away from her, about getting a part-time job, and most of all about
whether she's serious enough about a career as a dancer to make the sacrifice of
time and money it will require. All of this has been dealt with in many junior novels,
but it's handled convincingly here: Katie is a believable narrator; the dialogue seems
natural, as do the changing relationships; and many of the problems Katie faces are
those readers will find familiar.
D.V. Individuality, expressing; Mother-daughter relations
Rylant, Cynthia. Waiting to Waltz: A Childhood; illus. by Stephen Gammell. Bradbury,
1984. 84-11030. ISBN 0-02-778000-7. 47p. $10.95.
Soft, mysteriously misty pencil drawings illustrate a cycle of thirty poems that
R describe a girl's childhood in a small town. Most of the poems are about other peo-
6-8 pie, animals, or the various problems and pleasures of growing up, establishing an
identity and achieving status. Psychologically sound, perhaps more adult than child-
like in its nostalgic appeal, the poetry (free-flowing and almost conversational) only
occasionally rises to that high vision or felicitous phrasing that marks the best in
poetic writing, but it is consistently of good quality.
Schwartz, Alvin, ad. Fat Man in a Fur Coat and Other Bear Stories; collected and adapted by
Alvin Schwartz; illus. by David Christiana. Farrar, 1984. 84-4161. ISBN
374-32291-0. 167p. $10.95.
Softly textured, dramatically effective pencil drawings illustrate a nicely varied
R anthology that comprises fact and fiction. Schwartz is a skilled storyteller, and his
retellings of recorded incidents often have a fillip that makes them as appropriate
for use by other storytellers as are the legends, tall tales, and sprightly anecdotes
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about bears. A section of notes, a list of sources, and an excellent bibliography are
included.
C.U. Reading aloud; Storytelling
Smith, Doris Buchanan. Laura Upside-Down. Viking, 1984. 84-3689. ISBN 0-670-41998-2.
148p. $11.95.
Laura, whose family has no religious affiliation, is curious about the beliefs of her
R two best friends, Zipporah, who is Jewish, and Anna, who is a devout Christian.
3-5 Anna's statement that Laura is committing a sin by wearing pants really disturbs
Laura, who worries about whether or not she is guilty. She's also disturbed by a new
neighbor, an elderly woman whose appearance and eccentric behavior convince
Laura that she's a witch; Laura is fearful when her family invites the "witch" to
dinner. Smith does an adequate job of knitting the two themes together, and the sec-
tions of the book that deal with the parties the three friends host, in turn, should
appeal to readers. The strength of the book, however, is in the way it develops the
changes in Laura as, with the help of patient and supportive parents, she explores
and conquers her fears.
D.V. Friendship values; Interreligious understanding; Older-younger generations
Steig, William. CDC?; written and illus. by William Steig. Farrar, 1984. 84-48515. ISBN
374-31015-7. 57p. $6.95.
Those Steig fans who remember C D B! with delight will welcome this companion
R volume, and it will probably win new readers who enjoy word games and puzzles.
4- Steig uses digits and letters (occasionally an ampersand or cent symbol) to form
captions for his cartoon drawings, delightful in themselves. For example, a ballerina
whose costume is tattered explains, "D 2-2 S C-D," and a creature from outer
space is scanning the earth with a machine while the caption reads "N-M-E
L-E-N."
Stock, Catherine. Emma's Dragon Hunt; written and illus. by Catherine Stock. Lothrop,
1984. 83-25109. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-02698-2; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-02696-6.
29p. Library ed. $9.55; Trade ed. $10.25.
Although her parents wish she weren't told such stories, Emma's grandfather, who
Ad had just come from China to live with them, not only told Emma about beneficent
4-6 dragons but took her out to look for them. He explained a series of natural
yrs. phenomena (earthquake, heat wave, solar eclipse, etc.) as being caused by dragons.
The story is graceful but slight and inconclusive; the watercolor illustrations show
many spotted blue dragons (not seen by Emma) doing just what Grandfather Wong
has said they're doing.
D.V. Grandfather-child relations
Streich, Corrine, ed. Grandparents' Houses: Poems About Grandparents; illus. by Lillian
Hoban. Greenwillow, 1984. 84-1604. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-03895-6; Trade ed.
ISBN 0-688-03894-8. 30p. Library ed. $11.47; Trade ed. $12.50.
A charming collection of poems from several languages. Brief though this
R anthology is, it is distinguished for the discrimination with which it has been com-
3-6 piled: the poems are rich in sentiment without being sentimental. Hoban's brightly
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colored, soft-edged crayon drawings have a naive quality and are quite unlike most
of her previous book illustrations. Their rich, ingenuous quality should extend the
audience for the book and broaden its range.
D.V. Grandparent-child relations
Terkel, Susan Neiburg. Feeling Safe, Feeling Strong; written by Susan Neiburg Terkel and
Janice E. Rench. Lerner, 1984. 84-9664. ISBN 0-8225-0021-3. 68p. illus. $9.95.
The authors, a specialist in child development and the director of a rape crisis
R center, are explicit and forthright, describing various forms of sexual abuse or
5-7 harassment in a way that will help children understand their rights, recognize danger
signals, and take appropriate action. The tone of the writing is not frightening but it
is serious. This useful book concludes with a chapter that reiterates advice given
earlier about telling parents or other adults promptly when there has been abuse or
attempted abuse, and it gives toll-free numbers for national sources of assistance.
Tolkien, John Ronald Reuel. The Hobbit, or There and Back Again; illus. by Michael Hague.
Houghton, 1984. 84-9023. ISBN 0-395-36290-3. 290p. $19.95.
The story of the small hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who ventures into the magical lands
R beyond the Misty Mountains has become, since its original publication in 1937, a
4-8 classic. Here, in a large size edition, it is illustrated by many full-page (and a few
double-page) paintings that are richly romantic, usually in dark tones, intricately tex-
tured and textured, sometimes swirling and blurred. Some of the pictures have an
economical composition; others, less representational, seems a bit over-patterned.
Ventura, Piero. Great Painters; written and illus. by Piero Ventura. Putnam, 1984. 84-3423.
ISBN 0-399-21115-2. 160p. $15.95.
In an oversize book that is profusely illustrated with both Ventura's own paintings
R (beautifully detailed, small-scale, ingeniously laid out on the pages) and fine repro-
5- ductions of great paintings, a stimulating introduction to the history of painting
* from the thirteenth century to the years of Picasso's dominance. Readers may find
some favorites omitted, but most of the major figures are represented, their work
and importance clearly described. Notes on styles and periods, biographical notes,
and an index are provided.
C.U. Art-study and teaching
Wahl, Jan. Peter and the Troll Baby; illus. by Erik Blegvad. Western, 1984. 82-80866. ISBN
0-307-16525-6. 32p. $7.95.
Precisely drawn and softly colored realistic illustrations are one of the most
Ad appealing aspects of a story set in Scandinavia, nicely told, but weakened by a rather
K-2 abrupt shift from realism to fantasy. Peter and his baby sister Susanna go with their
parents on a mountain vacation. Peter has heard of trolls, but his parents both
assure him that such creatures don't exist. One morning Peter wakes to find a troll
baby has been substituted for his sister; he rides off and rescues her and leaves the
troll baby on the doorstep for pickup--but always after that when Susanna howls
and kicks, Peter wonders "if she were Susanna or.. .the troll baby?"
D.V. Brothers-sisters
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Walsh, Gillian Paton. Gaffer Samson's Luck; illus. by Brock Cole. Farrar, 1984. 84-10180.
ISBN 374-32798-0. 119p. $10.95.
Here is a dependably fine writer at her best. Jill Paton Walsh writes with
R sentiment but without sentimentality, in a story with a vivid, evocative setting. Her
4-6 characterization is rich and strong, with a seamless knitting of people and events, a
* touching story of friendship between a young boy and a very old man, Gaffer
Samson. His "luck" is a lucky charm, long hidden, that young James hunts for,
finds, and passes on to someone else. Among its other strengths, this is a trenchant
story about a child's courage and adaptability, as James works to become accepted
in the rigid clan structure of the children in the village, to which he has just moved,
in the English Fens.
D.V. Adaptability; Older-younger generations
Wiseman, David. Adam's Common. Houghton, 1984. 84-10936. ISBN 0-395-35976-7. 175p.
$11.95.
When her father moved to a small industrial town in England, Peggy felt that its
Ad one redemming feature was the large, beautiful stretch of public land that was called
5-7 Adam's Common. Like many others, she was shocked when she learned that the
Common was destined for commercial development. For most of the book, chapters
about the effort to save the land alternate with chapters set in the previous century,
and periodically the boy of 1849 and the girl of the present see each other and try to
make contact. In the end, Peggy, injured and alone, finds a metal box that will bar
the desecration of Adam's Common on the very day there is to be a final hearing.
The realistic episodes are adequate, the fantasy episodes unconvincing, and the
merging of the two often awkward. Characterization and style are fairly well con-
trolled; only in structure and development is the book weak.
D.V. Adaptability; Civic competence and responsibility
Zhang Xiu Shi, ad. Monkey and the Bone White Demon; ad. by Zhang Xiu Shi from the
novel, The Pilgrimage to the West, by Wu Cheng En; tr. by Ye Ping Kuei; revised
by Jill Morris; illus. by Lin Zheng, Fei Chang Fu, Xin Kuan Liang, and Lhang Xiu
Shi. Viking, 1984. 83-17670. ISBN 0-670-48574-8. 31p. $10.95.
Based on an episode in a sixteenth century novel by Wu Cheng En, this story of a
M monks' search for ancient Buddhist scriptures has, despite being illustrated by four
3-4 young Chinese artists, an aura of Disney and cartoons. Monkey, a traditional
character in Chinese folklore, looks like Superman, and his companions who also try
to help the monk, Hsuan Tsang, are "Pigsy" and "Sandy." Sandy, presumably
intended to be black, often has a purple face. Not only the illustrations are of
pedestrian quality; the text is choppy, often incorporating trite phrases like "But
Monkey had already taken off in hot pursuit." This may be of minimal use as a
base for adaptation and retelling of the wicked White Bone Demon who was finally
defeated by clever Monkey.
Zimelman, Nathan. Mean Murgatroyd and the Ten Cats; illus. by Tony Tuth. Dutton, 1984.
84-1635. ISBN 0-525-44116-6. 20p. $9.95.
Lively, scribbly line drawings, filled with humorous details, illustrate a story in
which a girl uses her wits to solve a problem and protect her pets. Every day when
Arabella tried to take her ten cats for a walk, the barking of Mean Murgatroyd (the
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R bulldog next door) brought other dogs running and Arabella-and-entourage fled
4-6 back indoors. Her efforts to buy a lion (a quest described with bland nonchalance)
yrs. fail, but Arabella thinks of a fine-and more realistic-substitute and turns the
tables, routing the dogs. To readers, this should be a satisfactory ending to a funny
story that's told in a direct style, has good problem/solution structure, and a nice
sense of the ridiculous.
D.V. Pets, care of
Because the name of the original publisher (Faber & Faber) was on the title page of the
review copy, The Christmas Story illustrated by Elisa Trimby was, we regret to say, not listed
in the November issue as a Lothrop, Lee & Shepard book.
[98]
AnSLJ
Best Book of 1984
TRUCK SONG
by Diane Siebert
Full-colorpictures by Byron Barton
"Siebert's first book... of a trucker driving his rig across
the country...gives much information about trucking in a
lively but poetic manner. Barton's bright, bold illustrations
are a joy, enabling children to see our country's variety.
Perfect for reading aloud, for story hours, for children
to read alone."-School Library Journal
Ages 4-8. $10.53* $10.89+
*lnvoic
price
Crowell books by Byron Barton
AIRPORT WHEELS
Pictures in four colors Pictures infour colors
A Notable Children's Book 1982 (ALA) Ages 4-8. 1979 $10.89t
Ages 4-8. $10.53* $10.89+
Crowell
ce price for TRADE Ed. +LIBRARY Ed. Publishers price only and in no way rellects the Junior Books
at which available from any other source. Junior Book
10 E. 3rd St.. Nw Yek 10022
_
Boys and Girls
Superheroes in the Doll Corner
Vivian Gussin Paley
Foreword by Philip W. Jackson
Offering lessons for parents and teachers, Paley
recreates a year in her kindergarten classroom
in which she explores the differences in the
ways boys and girls play and fantasize.
Listening to the children's own stories,
playacting, and conversations, Paley observes
that the five-year-old has a passion for
segregation by sex. She concludes that the
gender differences are real; the problem is how
teachers respond to them.
Cloth $12.50 128 pages
Review of Child
Development Research
Volume 7
Edited and with an Introduction by
Ross D. Parke
The essays collected here present a wide
assortment of recent theoretical perspectives
on the family, investigating the vital role of
parents and siblings and examining the family's
connection with class, community, and ethnic
heritage.
Cloth $30.00 480 pages
Family Life and
School Achievement
Why Poor Black Children
Succeed or Fail
Reginald M. Clark
Clark offers intimate portraits of ten black
households to illustrate that the key factor in
school success or failure is the quality of family
life - not the income level or family structure.
He outlines how we can facilitate change in
urban families and goes on to offer specific
suggestions and strategies for teachers, parents,
and school administrators.
Paper $7.95 264 pages
Child Development Research
and Social Policy
Volume 1
Edited and with an Introduction by
Harold W. Stevenson and
Alberta E. Siegel
Policymakers, teachers, and health
professionals need the latest findings in child
development research if they are to create
programs that nurture children. This series
answers that need by highlighting research on
important contemporary social issues.
Paper $15.00 Cloth $30.00 520 pages (est.)
he University of lH ALU Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue, Chicago, IL 606M75801 Ellis Avenue, Chicaso, 
IL 60637 .. _J
Moments in
Childhood...
JEMIMA
REMEMBI
r? f . f t ID
Illustrated in full color by Troy Howell
There is time for Jemima to take one more
walk before she and her aunt must leave the
farm for the season. She passes the garden,
the dock, and the farmhouse, remembering
the happy times of that summer. Leaving is
hard, but her aunt promises all will be
waiting for their return next year.
Crescent Dragonwagon, winner of a 1984
Parents' Choice Award for Always, Always,
has created a gentle reminiscence, enhanced
by Troy Howell's illustrations that juxtapose
Jemima's memories on the bittersweet
moment of leaving.
Ages 6-9 32 pages ISBN 0-02-733070-2 $12.95 SBE
Secrets of a
,Small Bi
2ý -
Aft h l
By Richard J. Margolis
Illustrated by Donald Carrick
Today I'm a year older and he isn't.
I'm getting closer all the time.
The hidden thoughts and unspoken wishes
of a small boy find an honest voice in Richard
Margolis's "charming and pointed poems
[that] capture the experience of being a
younger brother. The narrator looks up to,
fights with, is jealous of, and loves his older
brother....Working in sensitive conjunction
with the poetry are Carrick's skillful pencil
drawings. These short, true-to-life poems
make fine family reading."-Booklist
Ages 6-9 40 pages ISBN 0-02-762280-0 $9.95 SBE
SBE indicates a reinforced hardcover edition
n A ,,f , --- 11 ,-, i
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MAKING AN ISSUE
OF CHILD ABUSE
Political Agenda Setting
for Social Problems
Barbara J. Nelson
This is the absorbing story of how child abuse grew
rapidly from a small, private-sector charity concern
into a multimillion-dollar social welfare issue.
Nelson provides important new perspectives on the
process of public agenda setting and reconstructs
an invaluable history of child abuse policy in
America. While presenting a comprehensive
approach for analyzing how this issue mobilized
public action, she carefully highlights the role child
abuse plays in our larger social agenda.
Cloth $17.50 188 pages
THE MENTAL AND
SOCIAL LIFE OF BABIES
How Parents Create Persons
Kenneth Kaye
Kenneth Kaye proposes a new conception of the
role of parents in early human development.
It is actually adaptive, he asserts, for parents to
act on a falsehood, namely, that the infant is
a communicating partner from birth onward.
"An extraordinarily valuable book ... [It] adds
significantly to our appreciation of the foundations
of inner experience in the infant; it reasserts the
crucial role played by parents in the organization of
the self. It deserves a wide readership, and I think it
will become a classic in the field of parent-child
research." - Paul M. Brinich, International Review
of Psycho-Analysis
Paper $9.95 304 pages
THE EUROPEAN FAMILY
Patriarchy to Partnership from the
Middle Ages to the Present
Michael Mitterauer and Reinhard Sieder
The stable family remains central to the aspirations
of a majority of people in the West - in spite of the
family's changing forms, functions, and associated
ideals. The authors draw on a wide range of
historical research to examine what these changes
have been, why they have come about, and how
they may affect us in the future. "There are few
general issues in current research on the family that
[the authors] have left untouched and unilluminated
in this superb introduction." - Gerald L. Soliday,
Journal of Family History
Paper $9.95 252 pages
p'
/~
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS
5801 South Ellis Avenue Chicago, IL 60637
AT HORMONE HIGH
by Paul Zindel
author of The Pigman
Claiming he is the incarnation of mythology's Icarus, Jason selects
Harry and Hortense to convey to the world his message of hope
and prophecies of doom. But despite his Greek-god physique, is
Jason a charismatic hero? Or is he just Hormone High's most
dynamic teenage schizophrenic?
Two adventurers try to save the hero who's trying to save
the world in a novel "bound to attract teenagers who love Zindel's
offbeat characters... his zany style and humor" -ALA Booklist
A Charlotte Zolotow Book Ages 12 up. $11.06* $10.89'
Also by Paul Zindel-all ALA "Best Books for YAs"
THE PIGMAN CONFESSIONS OF A
$10.10* $10.89 t  TEENAGE BABOON
PARDON ME, YOU'RE STEPPING $11.89t
ON MY EYEBALL! THE PIGMAN'S LEGACY
$11.89t $10.53* $10.89t
For a free Paul Zindel biographical brochure write: Dept. 128
Snvoice rice, TRADE Ed. 'HARPERCREST Library
10 E S Ed. PuNbleer's price only and in no way reflects
1817 the price at which available from any other source.
11/83
A J m .. . ,Aaoiesceni
Psychiatry
is quite mature..
Volume XI of the Annals of the American Society for Adolescent
Psychiatry. Edited by Max Sugar. (Cloth, 256p., ISBN: 0-226-77962-9.)
Scheduled to appear February 1984. $22.00, $17.60 to customers
entering a standing order to the series. Priced higher outside the
Western Hemisphere. Discounts available on previous volumes. For
more information, write to Ms. Orlie Higgins, Circulation Manager,
The University of Chicago Press, P.O. Box 37005, Chicago, IL 60637.
I
At age 11
AP, Volume XI
Rudolf Ekstein, As I Remember Her: Anna Freud, 1895-1982
Erik H. Erikson, Reflections
Albert J. Solnit, Obstacles and Pathways in the Journey from
Adolescence to Parenthood
Sol Nichtern, The Pursuit of the Fantasy Family
David A. Rothstein, The Academia, the Pseudo-Community,
and the Army in the Development of Identity
John G. Looney and Jerry M. Lewis, Competent Adolescents
from Different Socioeconomic and Ethnic Contexts
Laurie M. Brandt, The Fairy Tale as Paradigm of the Separation-
Individuation Crisis
Deborah Anne Sosin, The Diary as a Transitional Object of Female
Adolescent Development
Peter Blos, The Contribution of Psychoanalysis to the
Psychotherapy of Adolescents
Rudolf Ekstein, The Adolescent Self during the Process of
Termination of Treatment
Carl B. Feinstein, Early Adolescent Deaf Boys: A Biopsychosocial
Approach
Michael H. Stone, Special Problems in Borderline Adolescents
from Wealthy Families
Jonathan Cohen, Learning Disabilities and the College Student
Max Sugar, Sexual Abuse of Children and Adolescents
I
I
I
Two by AVI
DEVIL'S RACE
A Lippincott Page-Turner
There is only one person who can
help 16-year-old John Proud in his
desperate battle with the ghost-a
mirror image of himself-of an
ancestor hanged as a demon. But
can she save John from this fiend?
Or is she in league with it? 'A taut
psychological thriller.... Fast moving
and very easy."
-School Library Journal
Ages 12 up. $10.10* $9.89t
N
THE
FIGHTING
GROUND
"Jonathan, 13 years old, drear
of joining in the glory.of fighti
the American Revolution. Thii
the account of the 24 hours c
ing which he experiences the
reality of war, including comir
grips with his feelings about
shooting to kill. Readers expe
ence, minute by minute, whai
like to be involved in war.
-School Library Journal
Ages 10 up. $11.06* $11.89
K
Jacket art ® 1984 by Ellen T1
"Invoice price. TRADE Ed. 'UBRARY Ed. Publisher's price only and in no way reflects the price at which available from any other source.
Lippincott
* 'Junior Books
10 E 53rd Street. New York 10022
4-
\
J
New from the author of The Marble in the Water:
Painted Desert, Green Shade:
Essays on contemporary writers for childen
by David Rees
With the same insight and critical acumen that made Marble a
Choice academic book of its year, David Rees explores the work
of contemporary writers in a new collection of essays. Never content
to parrot other interpretations, Rees approaches literature in a unique
- often controversial - way. Authors discussed include Russell
Hoban, Katherine Paterson, and John Rowe Townsend. Paper, $13.95.
"Thought-provoking." - booklist
"Every student of children's literature . . .will want to add [it] to
their collection." - School Library Journal
THE HORN BOOK, INC.
31 St. James Avenue, Dept. BC
Boston, MA 02116
1-800-325-1170/1-617-482-5198
What the Children Taught Me
The Experience of an Educator in the Public Schools
Jack Greenstein
Foreword by Kevin Ryan
This is the delightful memoir of a man who spent thirteen years as a teacher, ten
as a principal, in Chicago's public elementary schools. He has coped with all the
vicissitudes of urban schools in changing neighborhoods and has emerged with
his sense of humor, humanity, and affection for children intact. As he wends
his anecdotal way through his experiences, Greenstein offers his own candid,
often controversial views on such topics as reading instruction, integration, and
discipline.
Cloth $15.00 264 pages
The University of Chicago Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue Chicago, IL 60637
READING FOR TEACHERS
To order any of the items listed below, please write directly to the publisher of the item, not
to the BULLETIN of the Center for Children's Books.
Bauer, Marion. "The Censor Within." Top of the News, Fall, 1984.
Cohen, Ruth. "Self-generated Questions as an Aid to Reading Comprehension." The Reading
Teacher, April, 1983.
Eckhoff, Barbara. "How Reading Affects Children's Writing." Language Arts, May, 1983.
Hirsch, S. Carl. "Understanding Fiction Through Writing It." English Journal, September,
1984.
Flood, James, ed. Promoting Reading Comprehension. International Reading Association,
1984. 310p. Paper. $18.00; $12.00 to individual members of IRA.
Hunt, Peter. "Questions of Method and Methods of Questioning: Childist Criticism in
Action." Signal, September, 1984.
Lukasevich, Ann. "Making Poetry a Natural Experience for Young Children." Childhood
Education, September/October, 1984.
Nichols, James N. "Using Prediction to Increase Content Area Interest and Understanding."
Journal of Reading, December, 1983.
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory Center for Sex Equity. Guide to Nonsexist
Teaching Activities (K-12). Oryx Press, 1984. 99p. Paper. $22.50. 2214 North Central,
Eucanto, Phoenix, AZ, 85004.
Patterson, Nancy-Lou. "Angel and Psychopomp in Madeleine L'Engle's 'Wind' Trilogy."
Children's Literature in Education, Winter, 1983.
Peck, Richard. "Coming Full Circle: From Lesson Plans to Young Adult Novels." The Horn
Book Magazine, April, 1983.
Sharp, Peggy. "Teaching with Picture Books Throughout the Curriculum." The Teaching
Teacher, November, 1984.
Smardo, Frances and Schmidt, Velma. "Developing Multicultural Awareness." Children
Today, May-June, 1983.
Swanton, Susan I. "Minds Alive-What and Why Gifted Students Read for Pleasure."
School Library Journal, March, 1984.

